St. Matthew Lutheran Church
North Tonawanda, NY

April 18", 2025
Good Friday

AS WE GATHER

As we gather for worship, we continue the service begun last night with Holy Thursday. Following
Jesus’ celebration of Passover, He was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. From there, our
Savior fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant. “He was wounded for our
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought
us peace, and with His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Jesus willingly subjected Himself to

abuse, ridicule, mocking, flogging, and finally death. He died the death we deserve, so that just as
He lives we shall live also.

Welcome to all our Members, Guests and Visitors today, if you re a visitor, please
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Hebrews 4:14—16; 5:7-9
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are,
yet without sin.

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Silence for reflection and personal confession.

Jesus, our High Priest,
We humbly confess to You that we are weak. In our weakness, we sin
against You and one another with our words and actions, and in our
thoughts and the lack thereof. Our sins cut us off from You. We know
that the wages of sin is death, and we keep on sinning. We deserve
death. Have mercy on us. Forgive us. Change our hearts and lives and
conform them to Yours, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from death, and He
was heard because of His reverence. Although He was a son, He learned
obedience through what He suffered. And being made perfect, He became
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. Jesus freely gives us
what we do not deserve: forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
LSB 449 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
INTROIT
He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his



stripes we are healed.
O LoRD, rebuke me not in your anger,
nor discipline me in your wrath!
For your arrows have sunk into me,
and your hand has come down on me.
There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation;
there is no health in my bones because of my sin.
For my iniquities have gone over my head;
like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.
I confess my iniquity;
I am sorry for my sin.
Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation!
He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
stripes we are healed.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE Hebrews 12:1-2

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished.

O Lord, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished.

O Christ, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished.

O Lord, have mercy.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.



SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men
to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

SALUTATION & Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 5:1-32

This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, He
made him in the likeness of God. Male and female He created them, and He
blessed them and named them Man when they were created. When Adam
had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image,
and named him Seth. The days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800
years; and he had other sons and daughters. Thus all the days that Adam
lived were 930 years,

and he died.

When Seth had lived 105 years, he fathered Enosh. Seth lived after he
fathered Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the
days of Seth were 912 years,

and he died.

When Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. Enosh lived after he
fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the
days of Enosh were 905 years,



and he died.

When Kenan had lived 70 years, he fathered Mahalalel. Kenan lived after he
fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the
days of Kenan were 910 years,

and he died.

When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared. Mahalalel lived after
he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the
days of Mahalalel were 895 years,

and he died.

When Jared had lived 162 years he fathered Enoch. Jared lived after he
fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the
days of Jared were 962 years,

and he died.

When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. Enoch walked with
God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and
daughters. Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years.

Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.

When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech. Methuselah
lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and daughters.
Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years,

and he died.

When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son and called his name
Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed this one shall
bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.”
Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and
daughters. Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years,

and he died.

After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*Ax#*Choir: The Saviors Eyes, see insert™****



Epistle Hebrews 4:14—16; 5:7-9

"“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. "For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. '°Let
us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. . . . "In the days of his
flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears,
to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverence. *Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what
he suffered. >’And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

John 19:17-30  (Jesus dies.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus] went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a
skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. '*There they crucified him, and
with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. '*Pilate
also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth,
the King of the Jews.” *’Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place
where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic,
in Latin, and in Greek. *'So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do
not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of
the Jews.”” **Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”
*When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided
them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic
was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, **so they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This
was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among



them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these

things, *’but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. **When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” *Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home. **After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill
the Scripture), “I thirst.” *’A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his

mouth. **When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,”
and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



LSB 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
Sermon
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free

spirit. Amen.
Offering

Prayer of the Church
Almighty God, You revealed Your glory to the world through Jesus Christ,
the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us. Root us firmly in Your
Word. Nourish us with Your Supper. Lead us to bear witness to the world of
Your love through our good deeds. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, on this night we remember the sacrifice of Your Son for
the sins of the world. We grieve His suffering and death. We feel shame for
our sins. We are thankful we are forgiven. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, we grieve the deaths of all the children who have died in
the wombs of their mothers. We grieve with all the parents who have had to
bury a child. Provide comfort and healing to all who mourn losses in this
life. Give consolation and strength to all who experience suffering and
sorrow in this world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord God, on this night, we remember how Your Son’s death was
orchestrated by the religious and governing authorities. Lead and guide those
who serve Your church on earth, that they may faithfully serve You and
Your church. Lead and guide those who lead our nation, that they may serve
our nation, state, and community for Your good. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to love our
enemies, do good to those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute
us. We pray that by Your gracious visitation all our enemies may be led to



true repentance, that they may have the same love and be of one heart and
mind with us and Your church. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

RESPONSORY
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the
people.
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the
people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the
people.
Jesus, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 433 Glory Be to Jesus

TENEBRAE SEQUENCE  The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ

An acolyte should extinguish the candles as indicated. As the candles are
extinguished, the lights in the church may be dimmed gradually. As the last
candle is removed from the altar area, all the lights in the church should be
turned off. After the last candle has returned, enough light should be turned
on to allow people to leave the sanctuary safely.



PASSION READING John 18:1-11 (Judas and a band of soldiers
confront Jesus.)
The first candle is extinguished.

'When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across
the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. “Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often
met there with his disciples. *So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers
and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all that would
happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” *They
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas,
who betrayed him, was standing with them. “When Jesus said to them, “I am
he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. "So he asked them again, “Whom
do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” *Jesus answered, “I told
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” *This was to fulfill
the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not
one.” ""Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high
priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was

Malchus.) ''So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I
not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

PASSION READING John 18:12-27  (Jesus is arrested.)

The second candle is extinguished.

'2So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews
arrested Jesus and bound him. "First they led him to Anna, for he was the
father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. '*It was Caiaphas
who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die



for the people. ">Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple.
Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into
the court of the high priest, '°but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the
servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. '"The servant
girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples,
are you?” He said, “I am not.” '"*Now the servants and officers had made a
charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming
themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself.

“The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his

teaching. *’Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have
always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come
together. I have said nothing in secret. >' Why do you ask me? Ask those who
have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” **When he had
said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand,
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” *Jesus answered him, “If
what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is
right, why do you strike me?” ** Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the
high priest.”’ Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they
said to him, “You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it
and said, “I am not.” **One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden
with him?” *’Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

PASSION READING John 18:28—-40  (Jesus is taken to Caiaphas,
then Pilate.)
The third candle is extinguished.



**Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s
headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the
governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the
Passover. 2’So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do
you bring against this man?” **They answered him, “If this man were not
doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” *'Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said
to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” **This was to fulfill
the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going
to die.””So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” **Jesus answered, “Do you say this of
your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” *Pilate answered,
“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over
to me. What have you done?” **Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been
fighting, that [ might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is
not from the world.” >’ Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus
answered, “You say that [ am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this
purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth listens to my voice.” **Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I
find no guilt in him. *’But you have a custom that I should release one man
for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?” *They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas
was a robber.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

PASSION READING John 19:1-16a  (Jesus is flogged and mocked.)
The fourth candle is extinguished.



'Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. >And the soldiers twisted together
a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple

robe. *They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck
him with their hands. *Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am
bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” °So
Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said
to them, “Behold the man!” *When the chief priests and the officers saw
him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take
him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” "The Jews
answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die
because he has made himself the Son of God.” *When Pilate heard this
statement, he was even more afraid. *He entered his headquarters again and
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. '°So
Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” ''Jesus answered him,
“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you
from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
"’From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you
release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a
king opposes Caesar.” *So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus
out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement,
and in Aramaic Gabbatha. '“Now it was the day of Preparation of the
Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your
King!” "They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered,
“We have no king but Caesar.” '°So he delivered him over to them to be
crucified.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



PASSION READING John 19:16b—24 (Jesus is crucified.)
The fifth candle is extinguished.

So they took Jesus, '"and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place
called the place of a skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. '"*There
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus
between them. "’Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It
read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” *’Many of the Jews read this
inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it
was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. *'So the chief priests of the
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,” but rather, ‘This
man said, [ am King of the Jews.’” *?Pilate answered, “What I have written [
have written.”>When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his
tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to

bottom, **so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to
see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They
divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

PASSION READING John 19:25-30  (Jesus is dead.)
The sixth candle is extinguished.

So the soldiers did these things, *’but standing by the cross of Jesus were his
mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. **When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” *"Then
he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the



disciple took her to his own home. 8 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was
now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” *’A jar full of sour
wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop
branch and held it to his mouth. **When Jesus had received the sour wine, he
said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

PASSION READING John 19:31-42  (Jesus is buried.)

The final candle is extinguished, or the Christ Candle is carried out of the
chancel.

3!Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be
taken away. *“So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the
other who had been crucified with him. **But when they came to Jesus and
saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. **But one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and
water. >>He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he
knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. *°For these
things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones
will be broken.” *”And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him
whom they have pierced.” **After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he
might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he
came and took away his body. *’Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to
Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-
five pounds in weight. *’So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen



cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. *'Now in the place
where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
which no one had yet been laid. **So because of the Jewish day of
Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

STREPITUS

A loud sound is heard, signifying the closing of the tomb.
The Christ Candle is returned.

Observe silence as the lights become brighter, anticipating the joys of Easter while contemplating
the solemnity of Good Friday.



